
•	 Place 4-6” of  ¾”- road base throughout your entire install area.
•	 Rake the road base out evenly to create your ideal base shape.
•	 Water your base with the hose until the entire area is damp.
•	 Run the plate compactor in a spiraling motion starting from 

the outside working in, overlapping your path to create a 
smooth surface.

•	 Use the hand tamper in corners and to remove any lines left 
behind from the compactor, any imperfections in the base 
will show once you surface the area.

•	 If your turf butts up against concrete walkways or pavers, 
keep your base height ½” below the surface of the walkway. 
This will allow the infill level to be even with the walkway 
once your grass in installed.

•	 If using a foam underlay, factor in the thickness of the foam when planning your final grade.
 

The Installation Process

When comes to installing artificial grass, taking the proper steps to do things right the first time will save you 
from dealing with unsatisfied customers, or even being left with a job that you yourself are not proud of. We 
at Bella Turf have been at the forefront of not only the advancements in product technology, but also the 
installation techniques and procedures. As products evolve, so does the way we treat them.  We are here to 
supply you with the products and knowledge required to complete a state of the art artificial grass installation.

Preparing a Turf Plan

Building Your Base

•	 Measure your area and calculate the amount of Bella Turf 
needed for your project. Add 3% overage for adjustments.

•	 Create a turf plan based on 13’ or 15’ widths and consider the 
direction of the blades as our products are directional.

•	 Mark the project area with marking paint.
•	 Remove existing landscape (sod, dirt, etc) to a depth of 4-12” 

depending on drainage and geographic location.
•	 Rake out the exposed sub base and slope the ground in the 

direction you want the water to drain off.
•	 Give your sub base some compaction to settle any loose 

areas before bringing in your base materials.
•	 If adding on to an existing install, compare product dye lots to 

be certain your grasses will match. (these change periodically.)

Surfacing Your Project
•	 Place your first roll in position and carefully roll it out so that 

you don’t disrupt the base.
•	 For the best aesthetic, position the turf with the fibers facing 

the house (backyard) or the street (front yard).
•	 With a sharp blade in your utility knife, cut the perimeter 

of your turf in along edges or around objects (trees, garden 
beds, decks, etc). 

•	 Keep your gaps to a maximum of 1/8” for a flawless look to 
your edges.



•	 Place the second roll of turf as close to its desired position as possible.
•	 Flip the edges over and remove the last 3 to 5 tufts on each side of 

the seam, keeping the blade closest to the tuft on the main piece 
to minimize excess backing in your seam.

•	 With the edges cut off, align your pieces so that the tufts land the 
same distance apart as they are throughout your turf (1/8” - 1/4” gap 
between tufts with no excess backing on 3/8” tuft gauge products).

•	 Spike both pieces in place and re-check your alignment.
•	 Fold both pieces back 8-10” and lay seam tape centered on your seam.
•	 Spread seam glue evenly with a spreader, removing all puddles and 

leaving behind no dry spots on the seam tape. A THIN, consistent 
coat is ideal as the glue EXPANDS when cured and can come up 
through the turf if applied too heavy. Please take this into consideration when gluing your seams, DO NOT 
OVER APPLY.

•	 Starting at one end (extra hands recommended) bring your two pieces of turf together evenly like a zipper and 
lay them down together keeping the fibers upright and out of the glue.

•	 Rub your fingers down the seam and pick out any trapped blades.
•	 Place 12” wide strips of wood down the seam and weigh them down with bags of infill 45-60 mins per seam.

Seaming Your Turf

Cut off the outer 3 tufts

3/8” 3/8” 3/8” 3/8” 3/8”

invisible seam

3/8” 3/8” too close 3/8” 3/8”

mohawk down the seam

3/8” 3/8” too far 3/8” 3/8”

Valley down the seam

Seaming Guidelines

The following diagrams explain the most common mistakes when it comes to seaming. Follow the provided 
instructions and create seams that are unnoticeable once your project is complete. The outer three tuft lines on 
either side of the grass tend to lean to the outside. We recommend cutting off 3 tufts prior to making a seam.

factory
edge

3/8” 3/8” 3/8” 3/8” 3/8”

Cutting off ONLY one tuft causes the blades to mohawk down 
the seam, creating a noticeable line.

factory
edge

How-to videos available at bellaturf.ca



Spiking Your Turf

Infilling Your Turf

The Final Touches

Common Mistakes

•	 Place a spiral galvanized spike every 4-6” around the perimeter 
of your project area.

•	 The spike should sit approximately ¼” – ½” away from the 
edge or perimeter for best results.

•	 Use the tip of the spike to part the blades.
•	 Using your fingers, keep the backing exposed and tap the 

spike down until it sits flat in the bottom of the turf.
•	 Avoid hitting the spike too hard, this will leave indentations 

in your base that will be visible once your turf is infilled.

•	 If your turf is laying flat, brush the blades upright before 
applying your infill layer.

•	 Empty infill bags into a drop spreader and spread it evenly 
across your install area to suggested infill recommendations.

•	 Be cautious of high and low spots once the area is infilled. 
Add material to the low spots and broom over high spots.

•	 Using a power broom (or stiff bristle push broom), work 
slowly against the direction of the fibers to allow the infill to 
drop all the way into the turf.

•	 See product and infill recommendations for suggested lbs 
per sq ft.

•	 Walk all around on your finished install area to assure there 
are no high or low spots in your infill.

•	 Use a leaf blower to clean up surrounding areas.
•	 Using a hose, give your project a light watering to allow any 

dust from the infill to be removed from your turf giving you a 
nice, clean surface area to be proud of.

•	 Not creating a turf plan
•	 Gaps on a butt seam
•	 Failing to remove factory edge/flap + 3 tufts
•	 No/too much gap on side seam
•	 Blades laid in different directions on a seam
•	 Dragging turf around and ruining base
•	 Trying to hide seams by gluing
•	 Cutting turf too fast
•	 Not infilling the turf
•	 Spiking down putting greens
•	 Not spiking down perimeter edges
•	 Installing before taking a Bella turf demo
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Earth Friendly
•	 100% Recyclable content
•	 Reduces fuel consumption
•	 Reduces carbon emissions

Water Friendly
•	 Saves millions of gallons
•	 Drains like natural grass
•	 Reduces maintenance costs

Pet Friendly
•	 Safe for pets of all types
•	 Keeps pets clean and healthy
•	 Controls insects, rodents & pests

T h e  W o r l d ’ s  F i n e s t  A r t i f i c i a l  G r a s s

CANADA’S #1 CHOICE FOR ARTIFICIAL GRASS FOUR YEARS IN A ROW


